FEDERAL COUNCIL 


VoL. XXVII, No. 9 


United Church Canvass Poster 


“They Shall Renew Their Strength” 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


Unitep Counci, oF CHURCH WOMEN, BIENNIAL 
ASSEMBLY 


ColumbuseOhiow =e = November 14-16, 1944 


NATIONAL CONVOCATION ON THE CHURCH IN 
Town ano CouNTRY 


Elgntliinois.=.......-———aee November 14-16, 1944 


UniTeD STEWARDSHIP CouNcIL, ANNUAL 
MEETING 


Pittsburgh, Pa. ........................November 25-27, 1944 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, BIENNIAL 
MEETING 


Pittsburghi Paes eee November 28-30, 1944 


ForeIcN Missions CoNFERENCE or NortH 
America, ANNUAL MEETING 


Toronto, Canada 2. January 5-8, 1945 


Home Missions Councr or Nortu AMERICA, 
AnnusL MEETING 


AtlanticiCity=N. 0) =: eee January 8-12, 1945 


Stupy CONFERENCE, COMMISSION ON A Just 
AND DURABLE PEACE 


Cleveland, (Ohio n= ees eee January 16-19, 1945 


INTERNATIONAL Councit oF ReELIcGIous EDUCATION 
Columbus; Ohioi= eee February 5, 1945 


GENERAL AssEMBLY, UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Dayton, Ohiows 2.2.2 an ee May 23, 1945 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
THE U. S. 


Montreat, North Carolina .................... May 24, 1945 


GENERAL Synop, REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Backs bull halls: Pe eee ee eee June 7, 1945 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


A Prayer 


O God, within whose sight 
All men have equal right 

To worship Thee, 

Break every bar that holds 
Thy flock in diverse folds; 
Thy will from none withholds 
Full liberty. 


Lord, set Thy churches free 
From foolish rivalry. 

Lord, make all free! 

Let all past bitterness 
Now and forever cease, 
And all our souls possess 
True charity. 


John Oxanham 


Our Churches in This Hour 


Our nation, in its origin and history has been 
committed to achieving a way of life appropri- 
ate to man’s dignity as a child of God. The pur- 
pose of the colossal sacrifice of this war is to 
win freedom for others as well as ourselves to 
press on toward that goal. Military victory 
will mark the success of resistance against forces 
abroad which sought to establish a social order 
we believe to be destructive of human welfare. 

But military victory will not of itself estab- 
lish the better world we seek, for the forces 
against which we contend with arms: are the 


symptoms of deep-seated ethical and spiritual 
deterioration which is not limited to the people 
of the enemy nations. The achievement of a 
better world will require a spiritual discipline 
and moral strength greater than that which pre- 
vailed before the war. Our people should there- 
fore be urged to give thoughtful consideration 
even now in the prospect of victory to several 
basic factors in our national situation: 


(1) Military victory will leave in its wake 
the grave moral hazards of pride and com- 
placency. 


(2) We shall emerge from the war as a na- 
tion with unprecedented, and in many respects 
unrivaled, industrial, economic and military 
power the possession of which will impose upon 
us unprecedented responsibility. Since we have 
not felt the crushing effect of power as have 
most other nations, we are not so acutely aware 
of the dangers that inhere in its irresponsible 
use. 

(3) With the end of war there will be an in- 
evitable relaxation of social and individual dis- 
cipline. There is a moral dynamism inherent in 
the waging of war which is conducive to the sub- 
serving of personal and group interest to the 
common good. A new social purpose must be 
found which will provide a new moral dynamism. 

(4) Years of preoccupation with the produc- 
tion and use of mechanical, economic and physi- 
cal power have so concentrated our attention as 
a people upon things that we shall be tempted 
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to place too much reliance upon them and upon 
the ingenuity of man’s technical and _ institu- 
tional contriving. 

Therefore, if we are to make progress to- 
ward the achievement of our purpose as a na- 
tion and to fulfill our duties of leadership in the 
world ‘by example and by wise helpfulness, we 
must be morally strong. For this reason the re- 
sources and disciplines of religion were never 
more essential in our history or in the life of any 
nation than in ours for the days upon which we 
are entering. 

In order that they may fulfill their appropri 
ate responsibility, it is incumbent upon the 
churches 

to lead this nation to a new dynamic faith 
in God and to a resolute commitment to the 
great task remaining before us, realizing that 
only that nation is truly great whose God is 
the Lord; 

to proclaim to the leaders and all the citi- 
zens of America that in public policy and con- 
duct we must recognize the governance of God 
and the immutability of the moral law, that 
the leadership to which we are called may be 
exercised with due humility and under the 
restraint of moral discipline and in coopera- 
tion with other nations; 

to teach our people, by faithful preaching 
of the Word of God and by the example of 
their life and work in the community, that 
the way to the achievement of true strength 
and dignity for the individual, the group or 
the nation lies not in the pursuit of selfish in- 
terest but in the service of the common good; 

to warn the people against preoccupation 
with the making and acquisition of things, lest 
things become the masters of men and we lose 
our souls in a culture of secularism; 

to be more aggressive and effective in evan- 
gelism and Christian education to the end 
that individuals may be won to the acceptance 
of Christ as Saviour for time and eternity. 

If the churches should fail in their task, 
America would become a pagan nation, decadent 
in its own life and a menace to the world. But 
if the churches fulfill their Christian calling by 
the power of God, America will press on toward 
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the achievement of its high historic destiny and 
lead the world upward to a better day. 


A Specific Task for the Churches 

Government reports provide evidence of 
alarming deterioration of sex morals in~ our 
country. The careful program to reduce 
venereal disease among the armed forces has re- 
sulted in the acquiring of considerable informa- 
tion about civilian communities as well as the 
conduct of men in uniform. 

During the first years of the war the records 
show a decline in the incidence of venereal dis- 
ease among the armed forces, due to several fac- 
tors, including education, improved prophylaxis 
and effective law enforcement under a policy of 
suppressing prostitution. Recently the trend 
has changed and the percentage of infections 
has shown an increase, due apparently to in- 
creased promiscuity. 

Studies of the sources of infection reveal that 
prostitutes are the source of only eight per cent 
of the infections, whereas a number of years ago 
they were the source of half or more of the in- 
fections. ‘‘Pick-ups” and “friends” now ac- 
count for most of the infections. 

Brothels and taverns used to be high on the 
list of places where infection occurred. Now the 
hotel, the automobile and—most alarming—the 
home are much higher on the scale of percent- 
ages. The facts indicate widespread promis- 
cuity, giving substantial confirmation to the gen- 
eral impression which any careful observer 
draws from the press and the court records. 

In view of these developments a question of 
far-reaching significance must be asked: What 
are the moral consequences of the progress of 
science toward the successful treatment of vene- 
real disease? Science has not developed a “‘sure 
cure” for all venereal disease. But it has de- 
veloped treatment which effectively arrests the 
most obvious physical impairment. It has suc- 
ceeded in making immorality physically less 
hazardous. It is possible that it may succeed in 


making sin physically safe. We are not imply- 


ing that the progress of science is contributing 
to moral delinquency. We are implying that 
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the suppression of promiscuity is becoming in- 
creasingly a matter of moral discipline as it be- 
comes less a matter of physical expediency. The 
hell which is the consequence of sin consists less 
in the physical retribution and more in the spirit- 
ual retribution. Thus another grave social prob- 
lem should be recognized as essentially a moral 
problem requiring a moral educational approach. 

Another observation is concerned with the re- 
lationship of law and law enforcement to morals. 
The May Act, and the orders of the War and 
Navy Departments, together with the law en- 
forcement activities of federal, state and local 
-agencies, have performed a notable service to 
society in the great progress made toward the 
suppression of prostitution and the elimination 
of the brothel. 
pursued to its completion and much more effec- 
tive work done on the hotels. But what of the 
“pick-up,” the “friend,” and the automobile and 
the home? Here the effectiveness of the law 
and the enforcement agencies is more limited 
and the responsibility of the Church obviously 
greater. Social control through law is necessary 
and helpful, but it is no substitute for moral dis- 
cipline. r 

In this area of sex morality we are confronted 
with nothing less than a breakdown of funda- 
mental mores. The Christian home is the only 
adequate answer. 


Bread Cast Across the Waters 

As the churches follow their men and women 
in the armed forces to far distant fields of action 
they make an invaluable contribution to the 
spiritual welfare of their own sons and daught- 
ers. They also help to strengthen the bonds of 
Christian fellowship and to extend the influence 
of the Church. Many besides those who receive 
the communications are impressed. 

If any pastor or local church committee has 
any doubts about the importance of this work, 
he should be reassured by the following report, 
for which we are indebted to Presbyterian 
Progress: 

“On Rally Day Sunday a stranger appeared 
at the Fort George Presbyterian Church in New 
York City and told this story. During the grim- 
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The task must be relentlessly 
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mest days on the Anzio Beach he had found half 
buried in the sand and covered with filth and 
blood a scrap of paper. Not much was left of it 
but a bit of poem and a name and a few mes- 
sages. It was a sheet from Dots and Dashes 
sent regularly by the Fort George Church to its 
154 service men all over the world. 

“This stranger hailing from New Zealand de- 
termined that if possible he would visit the 
church that sends such a paper to its boys and 
here he was on Sunday morning true to that 
promise. That day he taught a Sunday School 
class of boys who sat motionless, enthralled with 
his words. Later he went to call on a mother 
who had received a tragic message from the War 
Department and brought comfort to her heart. 
The poem that he found on that scrap of paper 
was this— 

“Tf radio’s slim fingers 

Can pluck a melody 

From night and toss it over 
A continent or sea; 

If songs, like crimson roses 
Are culled from thin blue air, 
Why should mortals wonder 
If God hears prayer?”’ 


A Coordinated Ministry 

The National Council of the YMCA at its re- 
cent annual meeting adopted a resolution com- 
mending the World’s Committee of the YMCA 
for its close collaboration with the Ecumenical 
Commission for Chaplaincy Service to Prisoners 
of War, of the World Council of Churches in 
“this most needed of all services to prisoners of 
war.” The way in which the churches have been 
codperating with the War Prisoners’ Aid of the 
YMCA proves how warmly they reciprocate the 
YMCA’s appreciation of the relationship which 
has been achieved. 

The men behind barbed wire in Germany, 
England, in this country and elsewhere realize 
that they are being supported by a Christian 
ministry through the churches and the Christian 
Association. It is, in effect, one ministry as it 
comes to the men. Moreover, it is an ecumenical 
ministry. Its value to the men now is attested 
by the volume of their profuse thanks. 
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Canadian Geanel of Churches Launched 


place in Toronto September 26-28 when the in- 

augural meeting of the Canadian Council of 
Churches was held. The Council officially includes the 
Church of England in Canada, the United Church of 
Canada, the Presbyterian Church in Canada, the 
Canadian Baptists (Maritime Provinces, Ontario and 
Quebec, Western Baptist Union), the Churches of Christ 
(Disciples), the Evangelical Church, the Salvation Army 
and the Society of Friends. Also included in the Coun- 
cil as affiliated members are the national council of the 
Y.W.C.A. and the Student Christian Movement. The 
National Council of the Y.M.C.A. has not yet voted upon 
the invitation to be a member. 

The first meeting of the Council, which was devoted 
chiefly to the final formulation of the constitution and 
to the organizational structure of the new movement, was 
marked by an unmistakable spirit of fellowship and unity. 
All the cooperating churches expressed deep satisfaction 
in now having a body through which they can unite on a 
dominion-wide basis in dealing with common problems 
and in representing the interests of the World Council 
of Churches in Canada. 

The first President of the Canadian Council is Most 
Reverend Derwyn T. Owen, Primate of the Church of 
England in Canada; the General Secretary is Rev. W. J. 
Gallagher, a minister of the United Church of Canada 
who has come to a key place of interdenominational lead- 
ership as the Secretary of the Canadian Committee for 
the World Council of Churches, which now becomes a 
part of the Canadian Council of Churches. 

Four Vice-Presidents representing various parts of the 
Dominion were elected: Rev. A. E. Kerr, Principal of 
Pine Hill College, Halifax; Professor John Hughes, Pres- 
byterian College, Montreal; Dr. A. C. Campbell, Presi- 
dent of the Western Baptist Union, Winnipeg, and Rev. 
W. E. Beese of Hamilton. 

On the evening of September 26 a great “ecumenical 
service of worship” was held in the cathedral-like York- 
minster Baptist Church, with Bishop Broughall presid- 
ing. Fraternal greetings were brought from the British 
Council of Churches by Rev. Bryan Green of London; 
from the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America by its General Secretary, Dr. Samuel McCrea 
Cavert, and from the Church of Sweden and the Ecu- 
menical Chaplaincy Commission by Rev. Carl Erik 
Wenngren. The sermon was given by Dr. Cavert on the 
theme “Many Members—One Body.” He said in part: 


“The céntral thing which is indicated by the formation of 
the Canadian Council of Churches and by similar movements 
in other parts of the world is that we are making a new dis- 
covery of the meaning of Christian community. This has not 
been the chief note in Protestantism during most of its history. 


AN HISTORIC event in the life of Canada took 


Its great glory has been in its witness to the principle of 
Christian individuality. But we now see that we must have 
an equal emphasis upon the correlative principle of Christian 
community. This means an enhanced appreciation of the 
Church—and of the Church as more than an isolated denomi- 
nation. For a denomination, by its very nature, is incapable 
of being a complete expression of the inclusive, universal, 
catholic character of the Church of Christ.” 

At a luncheon meeting held in the Granite Club as the 
guests of Mr. W. B. Warriner, the Treasurer of the new 
organization, Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, American Secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches, was the speaker. 
His address pictured the Canadian development as a 
part of the rising ecumenical consciousness. 

Rev. Floyd W. Tomkins was a fraternal delegate from 
the World Conference on Faith and Order and Mrs. E. 
A. Stebbins from the American Committee for the World 
Council. 

A session was devoted to the overseas responsibilities 
of the Canadian churches, with special reference to the 
program of reconstruction and inter-church aid in 
Europe. Dr. Cavert spoke for the Provisional Committee 
of the World Council in this connection. 


Visitation to Conscientious Objectors 


Ninety-six ministers and laymen have responded to a 
call for visitors to Civilian Public Service Camps and 
special units, issued by the Federal Council’s Committee 
on the Conscientious Objector. The purpose of the visi- 
tation is to provide a continuing ministry of counseling 
and fellowship to the 7,000 men in C.P.S. camps and 
mental hospitals, training school, agricultural college, 
general hospital, and experimental units. In the latter, 
150 men are serving as “guinea pigs” in medical experi- 
ments designed to solve some public health problems. 

Federal Council visitors have thus far made 43 visits 
touching 33 units. C.P.S. men have expressed gratitude 
for this practical evidence of general interest on the part 
of the churches in the wartime witness they feel called to 
make. Visitors have reported stimulating experiences as 
they go from camp to camp and a growing appreciation 
of the men whom they have met. A number of them 
have undertaken to visit nearby camps or units regularly 
for counseling and other needed ministry. Twenty-one 
state and local councils of churches have reported sur- 
veys of current visitation to C.P.S. and outlined plans. 

To enrich C.P.S. educational and religious programs 
the Committee has mailed to all camps and units two 
kits of material gathered from Federal Council depart- 
ments and commissions. The Committee endeavors to 
keep men informed on the advances of Protestant Chris- 
tianity and to channel to the officers of communions from 
which they have come facts concerning C.P.S. problems. 
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Preparing for Returning Service Men 
and Women 


been returned to civilian life from the various 

branches of the armed forces. They are continu- 
ing to return at the rate of many thousands per month. 
That is to say, the demobilization process has already 
begun. In a limited, yet very real, sense “postwar” prob- 
lems and needs are confronting many of our American 
communities even now. 

Numerous governmental and private social agencies 
are concerning themselves with the problems and needs 
of these returning men and women. The churches and 
church-related agencies dare be no less concerned about 
their attitudes and needs. 

There is urgent need for Protestant community leaders 
to inform themselves in order that Protestantism may 
carry its full share of community responsibility. They 
will need also to discover effective ways of relating 
Protestant resources to the total community effort. 
‘Therefore, Protestant leaders in various local communi- 
ties, or regions, will find it highly desirable and profitable 
to come together in conferences or seminars to acquire 
information and to take counsel together 

Already many city or regional or state councils of 
churches have held such conferences and seminars. Gath- 
ered from their experience, the following suggestions are 
offered to other cities or regions: 

SPONSORSHIP 

A council of churches, a ministerial association, a local 
Y.M.C.A., a local Y.W.C.A., a local committee made up 
of representatives of the churches and the Christian asso- 
ciations or any group of interested Protestant leaders, 
may appropriately call the conference. 

Because the problem to be faced is far bigger than any 
one church or organization can solve, and because the 
total Protestant community in a city or section, working 
together, can more effectively and fully meet the moral, 
social and spiritual needs of the Protestant constituency, 
it is urged that such conferences or seminars be jointly 
planned and promoted. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Such conferences or seminars should not be public mass 
meetings. They should be study groups made up of those 
people who have, or may be invited to accept some pro- 
gram, policy or planning responsibility in their organiza- 
tions. The list would include all ministers of Protestant 
churches, Y.M.C.A. staff, Y.W.C.A. staff, church service 
men’s committees, lay committees of the Christian asso- 
ciations on service personnel, superintendents of church 
schools, officers of church young adult groups, and for 
the sake of perspective and of an exchange of informa- 


A LREADY more than a million and a half men have 


tion, representatives from the following community 

agencies: public schools, local government agencies, local 

social agencies, and federal agencies concerned with 

veterans’ affairs, such as the Veterans’ Administration, 

U. S. Employment Service and Selective Service. 
PROGRAM 

Provide the best possible presentations of the informa- 
tional material and allow plenty of time for questions 
and exchange of experience and plans of the members of 
the conference. Select the most skillful person, or per- 
sons, available for guiding the discussion. Have avail- 
able for free distribution and for sale such printed re- 
source materials as can be secured from government, 
church and association sources. 

The physical setting of the conference is important. 
The sanctuary of a church is not very conducive to free 
discussion; a more informal room is desirable. 

ARRANGEMENTS 

The size of the region to be served by a conference 
will depend upon such local factors as natural commu- 
nity grouping, community consciousness, travel facilities, 
etc. The time schedule may provide for a continuous 
session of one or two days’ duration or for a series of ses- 
sions at stated times over a number of weeks. The cost 
need not be large. Most of the leadership, if not all of it, 
probably can be had without cost; except for traveling 
expenses. A small registration fee will generally cover 
the incidental costs. The promotion cost probably can 
be absorbed by the sponsoring agencies. 

Records and findings, including careful registration of 
the membership of the group, will prove useful for follow- 
up and further cooperative activities. Provision should 
be made for keeping full notes on the proceedings— 
stenographic notes, if possible. A report based on the 
notes will be valuable to the members of the conference 
and to whatever local organization may be charged with 
implementing the findings of the conference. The na- 
tional offices of the Christian Associations and the Chris- 
tian Commission for Camp and Defense Communities 
will be glad to have copies of all such reports. 

Publicity need not be extensive. The regular channels 
of communication of the cooperating agencies, plus local 
newspaper stories, will probably be all that will be re- 
quired. Care should be taken not to violate the person- 
alities of the men already discharged by “scare-headline” 
publicity. 

Local groups planning such conferences or seminars 
are invited to write to the Christian Commission for 
Camp and Defense Communities for further details and 
samples of programs which have proved effective. 
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Biennial Meeting, Navember oor 


of the Churches of Christ in America, in Pitts- 

burgh, Pa., November 28-30, will be devoted pri- 
marily to the formulation of policies and programs of 
Christian cooperation during the war and the post-war 
period. 

Attendance is to be limited to the official members of 
the Council, as named by the cooperating denominations. 
The President of the Council, Rt. Rev. Henry St. George 
Tucker, and the Vice-President, Dr. J. McDowell 
Richards, will preside. Their successors in these offices 
for the biennium 1945-46 will be elected at Pittsburgh. 

One of the outstanding features of the occasion will 
be the report of the “Commission on the Relation of the 
Church to the War in the Light of the Christian Faith,” 
which was created by the Biennial meeting of 1942. This 
Commission, made up of a score of outstanding Christian 
scholars under the chairmanship of Professor Robert L. 
Calhoun of Yale, has been preparing its report during the 
past eighteen months. It is expected that the document 
will be of a thorough-going character, dealing with the 
historical, theological and practical phases of the ques- 
tion. 

Another feature will be the “presidential address” by 
Bishop Tucker, the retiring President. This will be part 
of a public service of worship to be held in Trinity Cathe- 
dral at the end of the biennial sessions. The new Presi- 
dent and Vice-President of the Council will be inaugu- 
rated in an impressive ceremony at that time. 

Fraternal delegates from the British Council of 
Churches and from the Canadian Council of Churches 
will add an international touch to the meetings. Repre- 
senting the British Council will be Rev. Bryan Green, 
a London rector who has done outstanding work in 
evangelism. Representing the newly formed Canadian 
Council of Churches will be its General Secretary, Rev. 
W. J. Gallagher of Toronto, who will report on the plans 


of the Canadian Council and its relationship to the Fed- 
eral Council. 


d Psi BIENNIAL sessions of the Federal Council 


In the interval between the afternoon and evening ses- 
sions on Wednesday, November 29th, the Department of 
National Religious Radio is to give a complimentary 
dinner to the members of the Council for the purpose of 
providing an opportunity for them to learn about new 
developments and trends in the radio world which are of 
interest to the churches. The two speakers on this occa- 
sion will be Mr. Harrison B. Summers, director of public 
service of the Blue Network, and Mr. Max Jordan, di- 
rector of religious activities of the National Broadcasting 
Company. 

Among the important items of business will be a group 


of applications for membership in the Council. Cor- 
respondence to date indicates that there will be applica- 
tions from the Russian Orthodox Church in America, the 
Universalist Church, the Church of the New Jerusalem, 
the Czech-Moravian Brethren in America and the 
Church of the East and of the Assyrians. 

The treasurer, Mr. Harper Sibley of Rochester, N. Y., 
formerly president of the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, 
will report on the financial support of the Council. 

The main emphases of the meeting are expected to in- 
clude: the strengthening of the evangelistic spirit in the 
churches, the relation of the Protestant churches to pro- 
grams of social welfare in the community, the attitude 
of the churches toward compulsory military training in 
peacetime, methods of advance in inter-racial coopera- 
tion, the contribution of the churches to a just and dur- 
able peace, and assistance to the Protestant bodies of 
Europe at the end of the war. 

The meetings will be held in the Urban Room of the 
William Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh, with the single ex- 
ception of the public meeting scheduled for Trinity 
Cathedral on the evening of November 30. 


Messages to French Churches 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, as President of the 
British Council of Churches, sent a broadcast message 
to the Christian people of France on the occasion of the 
liberation of their country. After referring to the thanks- 
givings offered in British churches, his message con- 
tinued: 


“We look forward to the restoration of close co- 
operation between the Christians of our two coun- 
tries, amongst whom we greet with particular affec- 
tion our friends of the French Reformed Church.” 

A message sent to Dr. Marc Boegner, President of the 
French Protestant Church Federation, from the United 
States and delivered by a chaplain of the American Forces 
in person soon after liberation, was as follows: 

“Your American colleagues in the Federal Council 
and the World Council hail with profound gratitude 
to God the liberation of France and the approach of 
a new day for your hard-pressed churches. We have 
been heartened by your patient and inflexible cour- 
age, your fearless resistance, and your championship 
of the first victims of Nazi fury. We now look for- 
ward with joy to an early resumption of our face-to 
face companionship in the service of our Common 
Lord.” 
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Church Leaders Visit American Troops 
in Europe 


Diocese of Southern Ohio, and Dr. George 

Stewart, until recently the minister of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Stamford, Conn., will represent 
the General Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains 
in a visit to the European Theater of Operations. They 
will confer with overseas chaplains in the interest of 
making their spiritual ministry to the American armed 
forces more effective and will also convey to them the as- 
surances of good will and interest in their work from 
Protestant religious bodies in America. 

Bishop Hobson will serve the General Commission in 
connection with his duties as a member of the deputa- 
tion of Protestant Episcopal clergymen who have gone 
to England to confer with the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Last spring the Bishop made a thorough visitation of 
camps and naval stations in the Fifth Service Command. 
He is the second Protestant Episcopal Bishop to serve 
the General “Commission on extensive missions to the 
armed forces. Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill of the Dio- 


R> REV. HENRY W. HOBSON, Bishop of the 


cese of Massachusetts made a visit to Alaska and the 
Aleutians for the General Commission during the summer 
of 1943, 

During World War I Bishop Hobson was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Cross while serving as Major 
in command of the 3rd Battalion of the 89th Division in 
France. He was twice wounded and was gassed during 
the engagements of his battalion. 

Dr. George Stewart is conversant with affairs in the 
European Theater of Operations, having upon invita- 
tion of British military authorities spent the last three 
summers in interpreting to British forces American life 
and history. He entered the previous World War as a 
private and was mustered out a captain. He is a fellow 
of the Royal Geographical Society, a Chevalier of the 
Legion of Honor of France, and the author of nearly a 
score of volumes, among which “Protestant Europe—Its 
Crisis and Outlook,” written in conjunction with Dr. 
Adolph Keller, the eminent European scholar, com- 
manded unusual attention. 


Nationwide Bible Reading, Thanksgiving 
to Christmas 


NATIONWIDE Bible Reading from Thanks- 
Aine to Christmas, in which millions of Ameri- 
can service men and women and their families 
and great numbers of other Americans will join, is being 
sponsored by the American Bible Society and two Na- 
tional Sponsoring Committees formed for. this purpose. 
The National Sponsoring Committee of laymen, com- 
posed of leaders in various fields, includes ex-President 
Herbert Hoover, Mr. John Foster Dulles, Admiral Ernest 
J. King, and. Ambassador John G. Winant. More than 
thirty major religious bodies are represented on the Na- 
tional Sponsoring Committee of Denominational Pre- 
siding Officers. 

Hundreds of thousands of men and women in the 
armed forces and multitudes at home are finding the 
Bible an inspiration and guide now as never before. By 
a more extended and simultaneous reading now by those 
in service and by those of us at home a spiritual bond 
will be created that will be full of meaning for millions of 
families and that will make a priceless contribution to 
their hope and faith. 

Through a nationwide poll of pastors and Army and 
Navy chaplains, Bible passages most helpful in times like 
these have been chosen. The passages receiving the larg- 


est number of votes are being designated one for each of 
the 33 days between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Book- 
mark leaflets listing the passages with helpful sugges- 
tions on how to get the most out of the reading are being 
furnished without charge in large quantities to churches 
and chaplains for wide distribution. Copies may also be 
secured by writing to the American Bible Society, Bible 
House, Park Avenue and 57th Street, New York 22, N.Y. 

Both civilians and men and women in our armed forces 
will be reading the passages each day all over the world. 


List oF 33 PASSAGES 


Thanksgiving, November 23................-.-.:----::- Psalm 103 
PCY Ln 0 Pil Cree eee SNORE eee Ree Mer aes eee John 14 
Sci Ghee ee EC a LS es Psalm 23 
DUNC a weegaVeMDeT. 2 O. seca. veto be. ek ak Psalm 1 
MUNGO CRT oo ae a eee Aen Se aa Re Rl Matthew 5 
TGS aye cota See EN Oe ee Romans 8 
PGCE NCTE 6 en See nea geen A ee I Corinthians 13 
UIE SU Na ete oes. as Ate ioe as eg a ce Psalm 91 
Leis (6 EA Oe ke en ee A ae, 3 Semen Matthew 6 
Re BU CVG EEE ere a, SMM tog Poe Se a John 3 
DLIMice VRID CEE HIDECL™ Oe. ccs ee sete ann ean nas gee Isaiah 40 
Ea 2 se 9. 2 A eo Ns De Re Oe 5 Psalm 46 
ANS Ns 2 eee BR ee Pa e SS oa Romans 12 
Widest ana cinco bishe Man to ee eS .....Hebrews 11 


PETS ia yietes acces eh A See eee Matthew 7 
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Saturday’ 4c ee ee ee ee eee John 17 Christmas, December 25 25.2222 years tee Luke 2 


Protest Against Desecration of Slain Enemies 


respect to the bodies of slain Japanese soldiers, 

Rt. Rev. Henry St. George Tucker, President of 
the Federal Council in a public statement issued on 
October 13th appealed to American soldiers as a group 
to discourage such actions among the “relatively small 
number of their comrades in arms who may be inclined 
toward such conduct.” 

The text of the statement follows: 

“The Christian thinking people of America cannot but 
deplore isolated acts of desecration with respect to the 
bodies of the soldier dead of those nations with which 
our Government is at war. It will be recalled that on 
August 10 the White House made known the fact that 
President Roosevelt had refused to accept a letter-opener 
which was described as having been carved from a bone 
of a Japanese soldier. In addition, pictures have been 
shown displaying the skulls of Japanese soldiers sent to 
this country. 

“However much actions of this kind may have been 


D EPLORING “isolated” acts of desecration with 


provoked by the military conduct of the Japanese, they 
cannot but be condemned not only from the standpoint 
of Christian ethics but also out of respect for the canons 
of human decency. Nor can we be unmindful of the fact 
that the reports of such conduct have the effect of stiffen- 
ing morale in enemy countries and of engendering feel- 
ings of hatred that will make more difficult the estab- 
lishment of friendly relations with the Japanese people 
once the war is over. 

“Christians will, I am sure, warmly approve the action 
of the President in declining to be a party to this prac- 
tice. It is our belief that as a group ouf men in the 
Army would deprecate it. As the President of the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America I call 
upon them to discourage it among the relatively small 
number of their comrades in arms who may be inclined 
toward such conduct. We are gratified to know that any 
such practice is contrary to the spirit and policy of our 
military leaders and would urge them to make the exist- 
ing policy thoroughly effective.” 


Better Film Service for Churches 


ROTESTANT churches have increased their use 
Pp: religious motion pictures approximately 250 

percent, since 1941, according to statistics avail- 
able to The Religious Film Association, Inc. Such a 
remarkable new emphasis on visual education by the 
churches would indicate that they are rapidly becoming 
aware of the advantages of this educational method which 
has been used so effectively by the armed forces in 
reducing the training time of men in the service, 

This upsurge of demand for visual materials is responsi- 
ble for an important development which will provide a 
more efficient and widespread film service for the churches. 
Three organizations have worked out a codperative 
arrangement which will permit each to mate its special 
contribution to the new service. 

Under the arrangement, The Religious Film Associa- 
tion (297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y.), a service 
organization comprised of official agencies and boards 
of eighteen denominations, celebrated its second birthday 
by taking over principal distribution of the Harmon 


Foundation library of religious and educational films, 
including those produced by the Religious Film Society 
of Great Britain. These films, together with others 
acquired by the Association, will be shipped from deposi- 
tories in New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and Dallas 
operated for the Association by the Y.M.C.A. Motion 
Picture Bureau. It is expected that one or more addi- 
tional depositories may be opened in the near future. 

An intensified campaign to promote religious education 
through films will mark the consummation of the arrange- 
ments, with both the Association and the “Y” working 
toward this end. The Harmon Foundation, meanwhile, 
will devote the major efforts of its Division of Visual 
Experiment to the production of educational and religious 
films and other visual matefials. 

An unusual feature of the plan is that The Religious 
Film Association and the Y.M.C.A. will distribute each 
other’s catalogues to supplement their own. 

As before, the churches will be expected to secure their 
films through their denominational agencies which are 


~ 
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members of the Association, since this provides a greater 
opportunity for personal attention and advice than would 
otherwise be possible. 


i Speakers Discuss Race Relations 


“Forced segregation is the inner heart, the citadel, of 
racial injustice . . . There can be no equality without 
fraternity. If the Church is going to make its distinctive 
contribution in this matter it must face up to the evil 
of segregation and put its primary emphasis there,” said 
Dr. John Knox, Professor of New Testament, Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, in a talk at the first 
session of the annual meeting of the Department of Race 
Relations of the Federal Council of Churches. 

These remarks followed a panel discussion led by Mrs. 
Allan Knight Chalmers on “Creating Christian Inter- 
racial Attitudes Among Church Women.” The trend of 
_ that discussion was that church women have a major 
influence in the policies and practices of the churches. 
They also affect inter-racial attitudes through their influ 
ence in the home. 

At a luncheon session Dr. Elmore McKee, rector of St. 
George’s Church, New York, said, “There is the individ- 
ual expert who is expert in the use of the noun ‘thing’... 
Then there is the expert in relationships; that is the 
vocation of a person. This does not mean we are going 
to minimize things, but simply put them in their proper 
place. This distinction,” he said, “between things and 
persons is preeminently true in the field of race relations. 
The philosophy has to be that of our vocation as persons.” 

During the afternoon session there were two panels. 
The first one was led by Mrs. Mary Esther McWhirter, 
director of the Children’s Division, New York State 
Council of Churches, on “Creating Friendly Interracial 
Attitudes Among Children.” The second panel, led by 
Miss Olivia P. Stokes, Associate Director of the Baptist 
Educational Center, New York City, discussed inter- 
racial work among young people. Several points were 
stressed including interracial mediations in student 
bodies; interracial work projects, discussion groups and 
group living together on college campuses in summer in- 
stitutes and assemblies. 

Rev. John Johnson closed the meeting on a note similar 
to that struck at the first session. He said in part: “I 
agree that there are places in this country where we can 
only go so fast. All I say is this, that we must go as fast 
as possible. Non-segregation in my mind is Christian 


HIGGINS BOOK EXCHANGE 


Send us three books, either Sermons, Essays, Children Stories, 
etc., with one dollar and receive three similar books. We carry 
the latest and the old standbys. Send good books and you will 
receive good books. Mail by book rate, four cents for the first 
pound and three cents thereafter. We cannot return your books 
but will refund money if not satisfied. 


Higgins Book Exchange, Blandford, Mass. 
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and I hope to live long enough to see the day when all of 
our Negro churches have numbers of white people who 
want to belong there and all our white churches have 
Negro members who want to belong there. Non-segre- 
gation means that where conditions are normal, there 
will be interracial contact on a normal level.” 


Radio Schedule 


Sundays—10:00-10:30 a. m. Dr. Ralph W. Sockman in 
“National Radio Pulpit” WEAF and Network 
Sundays—2:30-3:00 p.m. Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick 
in “National Vespers” WJZ and Network 
Saturdays—6:45-7:00 p. m. Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk in 
“Religion in the News” WEAF and Network 
“Your Lire Topsy” 
8:15-8:30 a. m—WJZ and Network 
Mondays—Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27, Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo 
Tuesdays—Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, Dr. John Sutherland 
Bonnell 
Wednesdays—Nov. 8, 15, 22, 29, Dr. Allen E. Claxton 
Thursdays—Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, Rev. Ralph S. 
Meadowcroft 
(All hours given are Eastern War Time.) 


Universal Week of Prayer—1945 


The first full week in January each year is sponsored 
by the Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism as 
the Universal Week of Prayer. The dates for the 1945 
observance are January 7-14, and the general theme is 
“Pray—Thy Kingdom Come.” The topics have been 
prepared by Rev. Hampton Adams, pastor of the Union 
Avenue Christian Church of St. Louis, Mo. Most com- 
munities hold united prayer services, but not a few local 
congregations observe the week separately where it is 
not possible to secure united services. ‘Topics for the 
Universal Week of Prayer” may be ordered from the 
Department of Evangelism, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York 10, N. Y., at five cents a single copy, three cents 
each in any quantity postpaid. 


United Church Canvass Radio Program 


The Fall 1944 United Church Canvass National Radio 
Program will include the following: 

Monday, November 13, 8:30-9:00 p.m. NBC network, 
Mr. Harvey S. Firestone, Jr. 

Sunday, November 19, probably 1:30 to 1:45 p.m. 
Columbia network, Mr. Charles E. Wilson. 

Sunday, November 26, 10:30 to 11:00 am. Mutual 
Radio Chapel, Dr. Earl F. Adams. 

Friday, December 1, 10:45 to 11:00 p.m. NBC net- 
work, Lieut. Comdr. Mildred H. McAfee, USNR. 

Additional broadcasts are being arranged. It is sug- 
gested that you check with your local station for last 
minute schedule information. 
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NO FIELD BEYOND THE 
REACH OF ANNUITY GIFTS 


An Annuity Gift provides a substantial 


money return to the donor for life. The older 
the donor, the larger the semi-annual checks 
received. Annuity Agreements may cover 
either one or two people, with returns con- 
tinuing as long as either of the two lives. The 
residuum of the gift goes to advance the cause 


of Christ on ten mission fields. 


For detailed information 


ask for 


ANNUITIES—A Way to Give and Receive 
JEssE R. Witson, Home Secretary 


AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN 
: MISSION SOCIETY 
152 Madison Avenue New York 16, N. Y. 


FCB 9-44 


November, 1944 


Overseas Relief Notes 

Incomplete reports on the recent UNRRA used cloth- 
ing drive indicate religious bodies in the U. S. may easily 
have doubled their goal of 15 million pounds. Accord- 
ing to a statement by Mr. Dan West of the UNRRA or- 
ganization under whose auspices the clothing will be dis- 
tributed, reports from all parts of the country indicate 
not only a generous response, but an exceptionally high 
quality of clothing. One New England church claims 
some sort of a record with seven good fur coats donated. 
The campaign was participated in by the three faiths— 
Roman Catholic, Jewish and Protestant. Shipping 
priorities have been promised to get the garments to 
Europe for use this winter. Bundles will be marked as 
coming from the religious groups in America. 

Thousands of Household Kits will be sent to Russia 
during the coming months as a gesture of the friendship 
of the Protestant churches of America, according to Dr. 
Ralph Sockman, head of Russian War Relief’s Inter- 
faith Committee, which is promoting the campaign 
among the churches. 25,000 of the kits to be filled were 
ordered over a two-month period. Each will be filled 
with essential household commodities such as needles and 
thread, soap and towels, writing materials, adhesive tape. 

If you are interested in overseas relief and reconstruc- 
tion, send for the new CCORR materials: a poster, a 
17x22 inch pictorial poster map, an eight-page brochure 
giving a summary of needs and recommended distribu- 


FINE BOOKS MAKE FINE GIFTS 


A Man Stood Up to 
Preach 


by Edgar DeWitt Jones 


This, Dr. Jones’ eighth volume of ser- 
mons, is a book rich in the eloquence 
of simplicity, the keen understanding of 
men’s needs, and the deep, abiding faith 
which characterize all his sermons. It 
takes its name from the first sermon, a 
memorial to Dr. Merton S. Rice. There 
are fifteen other sermons. 


$2.00 
The Church and the New World 


an Mind Drake Conference Lectures 
msm LO& Problems of planning for a permanent 
j peace confront Christians everywhere. 

ig These ten history-making lectures were 

iets (<- os presented last February at the Drake Con- 
ES ference. Their sincerity and frankness in 
facing postwar problems have convinced 
. Christian workers that they may influence 


the nation in important future decisions. 
$2.00 


m1 WE AOCRINE 


Sin WILLMOTT 
LOWS 


wake caMbesg 


SLED BLACAURN 


Carols of the Ages 


by Edna Rait Hutton 


Unusual! Delightful! Excellent 
source material for sermons; sug- 


Then I Think of God 


by Mabel A. Niedermeyer 


Home devotions for children six to 
ten. Stories, prayers, Bible verses 


gestions for Candlelight Carol 


I based on childhood experiences and 
Hour; history of familiar carols. $1 


arranged by months. $1.25 
Have you seen Bethany Bible Quiz? Fine for Sunday evening groups. 60c. 


THE BETHANY PRESS - - St. Louis 3, Mo. 
————————— eee 
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Published November 13th . . . 
The brilliant new book by 


REINHOLD NIEBUHR 


The Children of Light 
and the Children of Darkness 


A Vindication of Democracy and a Critique 
of its Traditional Defence 


With brilliant and penetrating insight Dr. Niebuhr 
probes into our “bourgeois” culture and examines 
its shortcomings. Condemning the over-optimism 
of our civilization, he points out the contributions 
which Christianity can and must make if a true 
democratic civilization is to be ensured. Essential 
reading for all who wish to keep abreast of con- 
temporary thought. $2.00 


The Constant Fire 
by Allan Knight Chalmers 


A positive and vigorous book which sees Chris- 
tianity as the one powerful driving force in a world 
that is tottering. $2.00 


The Genius of 
Public Worship 


by Charles H. Heimsath 


The meaning and usage of public worship are 
here explained in non-technical language for the 
general reader. $2.50 


Highroads of the Universe 


by J. Glover Johnson 


This “Introduction to Christian Philosophy” is an 
excellent work for general reading, for discussion 
groups, as a text in classes. $2.50 


Quit You Like Men 


by Carl H. Elmore 


A direct, entertaining and helpful approach to the 
problems of youth—an admirable book for the de- 
velopment of personality and character. $2.00 


At Bookstores 


Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York 
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tion of funds, a leaflet with basic information and a 
liturgy based on the Lord’s Prayer, usable for worship 
services. Theme: “The Healing of Humanity.” Send 
25 cents for the packet of these four items, etc. (includes 
postage) to Church Committee on Overseas Relief and 
Reconstruction, 297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 


Recent Seminars on Worship 

Seminars on worship have been held in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, September 24 and 25; Beloit, Wisc., October 8 
and 9; and Naperville, Ill., October 10. In Cincinnati 
the seminar was held under the auspices of the Council 
of Churches of Greater Cincinnati, Dr. Henry Pearce 
Atkins, Secretary, with Rev. Clayton E. Williams, chair- 
man of the committee. In Beloit the Beloit Ministerial 
Association handled the arrangements under the chair- 
manship of Rev. H. A. Studebaker. In Naperville, the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary and the Naperville 
Council of Religion united in arranging the program with 
Professor H. H. Kalas and Rev. Delbert E. Harrell head- 
ing the committee. 

In Naperville the day’s program came to an impressive 
climax when 280 people sat down to dinner and a consid- 
eration of “The Devotional Life in the Home.” The 
Beloit seminar had two particularly significant features; 
one was the men’s luncheon at which 125 men were 
present, and were addressed by Dr. Boynton Merrill, 
Columbus, Ohio, on “Good Odds: One to One Hundred 
and Sixty-seven,” a presentation of the value of the 
Sunday morning worship hour. The other was the hymn 
festival led by Dr. Earl E. Harper of the University of 
Iowa, in the First Congregational Church. 

The feature of the Cincinnati seminar was the day ses- 
sions on Sunday afternoon led by Professor Ross Snyder, 
Chicago, on “Training in Worship”; Dr. Boynton Mer- 
rill on Monday morning on “Worship with Understand- 
ing” and Monday afternoon on “My experience with 
Children in Worship.” 


ieee Yee ate ee en a Yee aE Ue 
Christmas is Coming! 


THE MAN WHO OWNED THE STABLE 


by ARMAND L. CURRIE 


eGift binding, 50 cents 
(with envelope) 


The true significance of the 
Christmas season may be 
found in this attractive little 
book. The first edition, 
printed for last Christmas, 
was sold out anda new edi- 
tion is now available. A suit- 
able gift for youth and adult, 
this winsome, imaginative 
story carries one back to 
Bethlehem and makes vivid 
again the story of the first 
Christmas. 


JOHN KNOX PRESS 
Box 1176 Richmond 9, Virginia 
REE Ee EN eA CANCE ENCE AEC NECN CACC CENCE ACEC RENO NECN E ECE SEE 
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“News of State and Local Cocneralion 


Spiritual Life Emphasis 


The Council of Churches of Buffalo and 
Erie County, sensing the need for a way 
forward through the tensions of the present 
and believing that Christ is that way, 
planned a Spiritual Life Emphasis in three 


phases: 
The County-Wide Preaching Mis- 
sions 2s. Aa October 1-6 


An Outreach to the Unreached 
(Visitation Evangelism) 
October 22-29 
National Christian Mission 
November 19-24 
The committee in charge of the Erie 
County Preaching Mission defined its pur- 
poses as follows: (1) To deepen our faith 
in our Faith—to help Buffalo’s church 
members to see how central Christ really 
is; (2) To help our church to rally its 
members to match the stirring trial of 
these days; (3) To strengthen each church 
and each church member with the thrill 
of working together. 


Massachusetts Organizes 
New Councils 


The churches of Gardner, Mass., have 
completed the organization of the Gardner 
Council of Churches. The churches of 
Everett and the churches of Northampton 
are studying how to launch a council of 
churches enterprise in each of these com- 
munities. Rev. Frank Jennings, Executive 
Secretary of the State Council, reports that 
when these two councils have been organ- 
ized there will then be a total of forty-five 
city and local councils within Massachusetts. 


North Carolina Developments 


The annual meeting of the North Caro- 
lina Council of Churches was held on Sep- 
tember 26, 1944, at Guilford College, N.C. 
The Executive Secretary, Rev. Ernest Arn- 
old, emphasized the great “Religious 
Heritage” of the people of the state as 
the “good foundation upon which to build 
a spiritual monument that -will truly ‘pro- 
mote fellowship and mutual understanding 
among the followers of Christ of the sev- 
eral communions of North Carolina.’ ” 

Among the accomplishments cited for 
1944 were: The organization of the De- 
partment of Church Women and the es- 
tablishment of local councils of churches. 
The need was expressed for a “strong 
united approach in the field of evangelism” 
and for the organization of more local 
councils of churches. The financial growth 
has been steady throughout the five years, 
as indicated by the receipts for each year: 


1939-40, $3,943.72; 1940-41, $5,536.86; 
1941-42, $6,313.00; 1942-43, $6,145.18; 
1943-44, $9,033.67. The number of 


churches contributing increased from 15 in 


1939 to 87 in 1944. The denominations 


- contributing increased from 6 to 13 and 


individuals contributing increased from 
102 to 352 over the same period. The 
budget approved for 1944-45 is $10,944.50. 

Weekday Religious Education was re- 
ported in operation in 160 different com- 
munities with a pupil enrolment of over 
22,000. 

The Race Relations Committee sub- 
mitted the following specific recommenda- 
tions: “That an effort be made through 
the constituent churches to discover. areas 
in which the races may find a common 
meeting ground, not only as children of 
the same God, but as citizens of the same 
state. These common meeting grounds per- 
tain to our educational! systems, with spe- 
cial reference to the determination of 
youthful attitudes, health and housing pro- 
grams, institutions for the delinquent and 
unfortunate, equal economic opportunity 
particularly for returning service men, jus- 
tice in the courts and the free exercise 
of the right of franchise. Would it not 
encourage the understanding of each race 
for the other if the Church should foster 
the formation of small groups of wise and 
temperate and courageous individuals 
within their respective congregations, who 
would give their earnest attention to those 
things? It is more than a humanitarian 
problem. It is a vast religious problem. 
A two-fold program, to worship and then 
to work—this, we submit, approximates to 
Christ’s summary of the Law, first, to 
“love the Lord our God,’ and then, in- 
evitably then, to ‘love our neighbors as 
ourselves.’ ” 


New Councils 


Considered in Ohio 


The need for a Columbus, Ohio, Coun- 
cil of Churches was studied by a dele- 
gated group of laymen, laywomen and 
clergymen on Tuesday evening, October 
10, 1944. A committee appointed by the 
Columbus Ministerial Association reported 
on the need for such a council which had 
been expressed in response to a mail can- 
vass of the churches. The areas of need 
listed, included vacation church schools, 
leadership training, weekday religious edu- 
cation, radio, comity and church exten- 
sion and the church’s ministry to return- 
ing service men and women. The “why 
and how” of city councils of churches were 
outlined. The group voted that it be the 
sense of the meeting that a council of 
churches should be created to carry for- 
ward the cooperative work of the churches 
in the Greater Columbus area, that an en- 
larged committee be authorized to draft 
a plan and a budget for such a council 
for submission to the churches and that a 
council be established as soon as_ the 
budgetary, requirements could be fulfilled. 


The Akron, Ohio, Ministerial Association 
on October 9 faced the question: “Does 
Akron Need a Council of Churches?” Para- 
mount in their study was the church’s min- 
istry to industrial defense populations and 
to returning service men and women. The 
Association created a committee to con- 
tinue the study, to seek the cooperation of 
lay people and to submit its findings to 
the Association whenever its conclusions 
make this possible. 


The Ministry of 
Reconciliation 

The Wichita, Kansas, Council of 
Churches reports a joint meeting between 
the Ministers’ Association and the Manu- 
facturers’ Association on Thursday, Sep- 
tember 28, 1944 on the subject: “The 
Effect of the Corporation on American 
Life.” A similar meeting will be arranged 
between the Ministers’ Association and 
representatives from organized labor during 
November. 


Minneapolis Radio Service 

Four sustaining programs have been ar- 
ranged and are now conducted weekly by 
the Radio Department. They are: “The 
Bible School of the Air,” “Families Have 
Fun,” “Song and Story” and “Hello, Pas- 
tor.” 

The Department has assisted the follow- 
ing denominations in their broadcasting of 
the proceedings of state and national meet- 
ings: The Augustana Synod of the Luther- 
an Church, the National Nazarene Con- 
ference, the Jurisdictional Conference of 
the Methodist Church and the National 
Conference of the United Lutheran Coun- 
cil. 

The Department further assisted in con- 
ducting a one-day Radio Institute in 
which religious broadcasting was discussed 
by churchmen and representatives of the 
radio industry. 


Graham County Council’s 
Junior Chorus 


The Graham County Council of 
Churches (Kansas) started a Junior 
Chorus in 1937. It began with twelve boys 
and girls from four schools. The chorus 
has grown, until today 100 children from 
12 church schools sing together under the 
direction of Mrs. Ada Griffiths of the 
Prairie Home Church. The chorus has 
sung at the Oberlin and Hays Regional 
Conventions and hopes to sing at other 
conventions after the war. 

Mrs. Griffiths selects the list of hymns 
to be used by the chorus and sends them 
to the chorus leaders in the local schools. 
The boys and girls are used as junior 
choirs in their schools. Several schools 
have a robed junior choir as a result of 
this fine effort. 
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_ Staff Changes 


Mrs. Christine Jones has been appointed 
by the Massachusetts Council of Churches 
as Director of International Relations. 


Rev. James Millar has beeen elected Field 
Secretary of the Oregon Council of 
Churches. 


Rev. Walter Ewing has beeen appointed 
Chaplain of the Toledo, Ohio, State Hos- 
pital serving under the general supervision 
of the Toledo Council of Churches. 


_ Miss Ruth Smedley has been appointed 
Director of the Defense Commission of 
the Washington (D.C) Federation of 
Churches. Miss Smedley has just returned 
from seventeen months of service overseas 
in the U.S.O. work. She succeeds the Rev. 
Donald Bautz who has re-entered his train- 
ing for the Christian ministry. Miss 


Books to Treasure and Share with Your Friends 


Crt U,ReCcHa ARE S 


Compiled and edited by members of the 
Arts Guild of the Congregational Christian Churches 


Ritual and symbolism add streng# and beauty to the church service and 


Smedley began her work on September 18, 
1944, 


Rev. C. Willard Fetter was chosen by 
the Church Federation of Dayton and 
Montgomery County as the Director of 
War Services. He succeeds Rev. Harry E. 
Titus who resigned June 1 to become Di- 
rector of the Cincinnati area of the War 
Relocation Authority. Mr. Fetter was for 
six years minister of the Residence Park 
United Brethren Church, Dayton. 


Rev. Felix B. Peck has been called as 
Associate Secretary, Department of Min- 
istry to Service Men of the Church Fed- 
eration of Greater Chicago. Mr. Peck 
was formerly minister of the Milton Ave- 
nue Evangelical and Reformed Church in 
Louisville, Ky. He received his S.T.D. 
degree from Westminster Theological 
Seminary. 
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Rev.. Felix A. Manley has accepted the 
executive secretaryship of the Pasadena 
Council of Churches. Mr. Manley was 
formerly minister of the First Congrega- 
tional Church, South Hadley, Mass., and 
served for a number of years as the Execu- 
tive Secretary of the New Haven Council 
of Churches. 


Rev. Joseph W. Merchant has accepted: 
the call of the Inter-Church Council of 
Greater New Bedford, Mass., to become 
their Executive Secretary. Mr. Merchant 
was previously minister of the Grace Union 
Church, North Wilbraham, Mass. 


Rev. J. Chapman Bradley, formerly Ad- 
ministrative Secretary of the Greater New 
York Federation of Churches, has been 
appointed a special executive director of 
the American Bible Society, serving in 
connection with the Society’s forthcoming 
War Emergency and Rehabilitation pro- 
gram campaign. Dr. Bradley began his 
work with the American Bible Society on 
October 1, 1944. 


Correction: Dr. and Mrs. Francis R. 
Casselman have decided not to accept 
Cleveland’s appointment but will remain 


_ in Baltimore, Md. 


sanctuary. How much more significant they are, however, when the minister, 
artist, architect, and musician realize the theological implications in the use of 
altars, candles, crosses, vestments, statues, pictures, hymns, prayers and rites! This 
book deals with this important trend in a series of articles by ministers, musicians, 
artists and artisans outstanding in their respective fields. 

Helpful bibliographies introduce master craftsmen, music for the church choir, 
dramas, pictures and other related information. 

Superior workmanship in printing and photography combine to make this book 
distinctly attractive and valuable. $1.00 
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In Modern Speech 


Written as it is in the language of the day, Weymouth’s New Testament in 
Modern Speech is easy to read and understand. Readers prefer it to many other 
modern translations because it is deeply reverent in character, represents sound 
Biblical scholarship, and throws new light on many sayings in the older versions. 
It is a worthy companion-piece to the Bible. Available in three styles: 


No. 1P. Pocket Edition, $2.00 No. 1. Regular Edition, $3.00 
No. 1L. Leather Edition, $5.50 


For the first time, the Pocket Edition carries full notes identical with those 
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SONG OF OUR 


SYRIAN GUEST 


WILLIAM ALLEN KNIGHT 


A religious classic which gives added reality and meaning to the 23rd Psalm. 
The mystical beauty and oriental symbolism inherent in its message—ably in- 
terpreted by Dr. Knight—has been bringing peace and comfort to untold thousands 
year after year. Over a million copies have been sold here and abroad, and the 
demand for it is greater than ever, especially in these days of chaos and strife. 


Attractive envelope edition, 35 cents. 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 


| 14 Beacon St., Boston 8, Mass. 


19 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 3, Ill. 


“Inter-Church Hymnal” unites Quantity and Qual. 
ity with LOW price. First, it gives you 479 preferred 
hymns and songs that unite in worship the hearts 
of your people. Second, it provides 215 Service Outs 
lines, Scripture Readings; Litanies, Prayers, Choral 
Responses, Introits, and Personal Meditations, 


TRUE “VICTORY” PROGRAM 


Helps you to improve and vitalize your service 
program to fit conditions of the day. Despite the 
fullness of its contents, and many unique features, 
the volume is compact and easy to hold because 
of quality materials, 

Send for sample and see how perfectly “Inter. 
Church Hymnal” meets your needs, how valuable 
it will! be in building up your work. 
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. Among the New Books - 


The Condition of Man 
By Lewis MumrorpD 


Harcourt, Brace and Company. $5.00. 


This imposing volume, the third in a 
series by Mr. Mumford which includes 
Technics and Civilization and The Culture 
of Cities, is really an interpretation of the 
cultural history of the Western world in its 
bearing on the development of the human 
spirit and the crisis in contemporary civili- 
zation. The author displays a remarkable 
erudition, much insight and a great moral 
earnestness. If there is special pleading 
here and there in his argument his wide 
knowledge doubtless entitles him to it. 

Mr. Mumford deplores the tendency to- 
ward preoccuption with “contemporary” 
history, holding that all history is impor- 
tant because it is in fact contemporary. 
Man’s past is ever with him and ready 
to instruct him. Thus the crisis in ancient 
Greek culture “has an obvious parallel in 
our own culture, not least in the fact that 


it came so unexpectedly on the heels of, 


their superb achievements in every depart- 
ment of art and thought.” And since the 
focus of the author’s interest throughout 


is personality, he finds the key to the re- 
birth of our machine-centered culture in 
the blazing personality that emerged in 
Palestine “whose words of meekness and 
resignation ‘belied the power and belittled 
the destiny of Rome.” 

In historic Christianity, however, Mr. 
Mumford sees many inadequacies, e.g. ex- 
cessive doctrinal elaboration and the sub- 
mersion in asceticism of Jesus’ vision of 
“health, life, renewal.’ He notes also 
that the Church, taking over the mecha- 
nisms of the State, “betrayed the spirit of 
Jesus”; yet he recognizes the “hard truth” 
that “every formative idea, in the act of 
prolonging its existence, tends to kill the 
original living spirit that brought it forth. 
And yet, without undergoing this trans- 
formation and extension, the idea would 
have remained inoperative and _ self-en- 
closed.” 

The medieval synthesis, as represented by 
St. Thomas’ Summa and Dante’s Divine 
Comedy and symbolized in the Cathedral, 
is portrayed as a great achievement, but 
since it was the “expression of a particular 
cultural moment” it could not endure. “To 
aim at unity is the prime condition of life: 
to hold on to this unity, to immobilize it, 
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is the prelude to death.” 

Mr. Mumford inverts the thesis of Max 
Weber, and argues that Protestantism has 
been the foe of capitalism, the seeds (and 
some of the flowers!) of which were pres- 
ent in the Catholic world. Here, however, 
he seems to this reviewer to depend rather 
too much on the less typical elements in 
the Protestant tradition. ‘ 

Controversial, too, is the author’s be- 
littling treatment of Charles Darwin’s work 
which, he says, “sanctified the brutality of 
industrialism and gave a fresh impulse to 
the imperialism that succeeded it.” To 
call Natural Selection a “myth” is to in- 
vite censure from the scientific world— 
and quite needlessly, so far as sustaining 
the author’s view of the limitations of 
modern science is concerned. More con- 
vincing are his critiques of romanticism and 
of Marxism and his analysis of the crisis 
in industrial capitalism. F.E.J. 


The Great Decision 


By James T. SHOTWELL 
Macmillan. $3.00 . 


One of the foremost scholars in the field © 
of international affairs here provides a basic 
orientation for all who are interested in 
post-war problems. A prophet’s vision of 
the possibility of world order and peace is 
combined with an historian’s wide knowl- 
edge and a statesman’s first-hand contacts 
with political and economic forces. 

Dr. Shotwell steers a middle course be- 
tween the “do-nothing policies and half- 
measures of the past” and “those theories 
of world peace which at a single leap wouid 
merge the sovereign nations of today under 
some form of world government.” He 
holds that it is a misreading of history to 
conclude that we cannot get rid of war 
because of the intractability of human 
nature. He points out that the outlook of 
succeeding centuries was changed by the 
Greek emphasis on reason, by the Roman 
emphasis on law, by Jesus’ conception of 
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Books from Macmillan 


Let’s Think 
About Our Religion 


By Mildred Moody Eakin 
and Frank Eakin 


Challenging presentation of a broad 
conception of religion which emphasizes 
racial toleration, community service, 
world-mindedness and inter-faith co- 
operation. Excellent for youth discus- 
sion groups. $2.00 


Getting Acquainted 
With Jewish Neighbors 
By Mildred Moody Eakin 


A guide-book for church school leaders 
of children which outlines methods of 
project teaching whereby the teacher 
may train her classes in greater appre- 
ciation of their Jewish neighbors. $1.00 


Conserving Marriage 
and the Family 


By Ernest R. Groves 


| A book of wise counsel for persons con- 
templating divorce. Specific causes for 
marital conflict, and solutions which 
j will preserve the partnership are dis- 
cussed. Includes excellent bibliography 
of books on divorce. $1.75 


Paul for Everyone 
By Chester W. Quimby 


An eminently readable, factual account 


of the great apostle. The treatment of 
Paul’s personality, religious experience, 
journeys, career, forms a fascinating 
narrative of vital importance to all 
Christians. $2.00 


The Relevance of 
the Bible 


By H. H. Rowley 


A study of the essential principles of 
the Bible, outlined vividly and sharply 
so that the underlying unity of the Old 
and New Testaments may be clearly seen 
and applied to present-day life. $1.75 


THE MACMILLAN CO. 


60 Fifth Avenue New York 11 


life. He is convinced that real progress is 
possible. 

Part I surveys the world situation in the 
light of the war, the beginnings of the 
United Nations, and the new place of Russia 
in the world. Part II outlines the major 
problems to be solved: the achievement of 
a cooperative security, provision for the 
pacific settlement of disputes, the use of 
force to prevent aggression, the reduction 
and control of armament, concerted action 
for economic justice, and social welfare, 


the development of cultural relations be- — 


‘tween peoples, and the creation of an inter- 
national political structure in which the 
United States shall assume its full responsi- 
bility. 


For We Have This Treasure 


By PauL SCHERER 
Harpers. $2.00 


These lectures on preaching on the 


Lyman Beecher Foundation at Yale by the 
pastor of the Lutheran Church of the Holy 
Trinity in New York are the expression of 
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an impassioned spirit who, in spite of a 
very realistic outlook in the world, still 
finds the ministry the most glorious work 
in the world. 

By a bold leap of the imagination, Dr. 
Scherer organizes his material within a 
framework of thought provided by the 
Apostle Paul. The Pauline quotations 
which Dr. Scherer takes for his subheads 
and with which he summarizes his own 
points are so apt that they almost seem to 
have been coined for their present use! 

At the outset, Dr. Scherer orients us in 
our “defeated and bewildered world,” sur- 
prisingly similar to St. Paul’s world. In 
both cases, human life had come to have 
a “hauntingly tragic’ character. The 
cause is the same in both cases: a secular- 
ization of life so complete that the sense 
of God was lost. 

The content of our preaching, according 
to Dr. Scherer, is threefold: (1) the great- 
ness and sovereignty of God; (2) the 
“tragic estate” of man; and (3) Christ as 
the link between God and man. These 
are “the great securities of our faith.” In 
treating them, Dr. Scherer shows himself 
essentially a conservative. The doctrines 
of the atonement wrought by Christ and 
of the resurrection of Christ are held to be 
basic, although no particular interpreta- 
tion is insisted upon. The preacher must 
not follow a modernism which regards 
reason as the only authority; on the other 
hand, he must not fall into a fundamentalism 
which demands “a cautious slavery to the 
letter.” He must know beyond question 
that the cure of sin requires more than a 
“genial program for the improvement of 
general conditions.” He must, however, 
relate his message directly to the social 
conditions under which men live today, 
maintaining a constant “tension” between 
the Word of God and the life of man. 

S. M. C. 


Slavery and Freedom 


By NicoLas BERDYAEV 


Scribner’s. $2.75 


The Russian theologian-in-exile, who is 
one of the most original of living thinkers, 
here sets forth his “whole way of looking 
at life as a philosopher.” It is also a 
record of the spiritual struggle which led 
him to be first a Marxist, though always a 
critical Marxist, and finally an orthodox 
Christian. Two primary notes run through 
the development of his thought (1) an 
“aristocratic” interpretation of personality 
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and creativeness and (2) a “socialistic” 
recognition of the dignity and rights of 
every man, even the most insignificant. He 
finds a synthesis of the two notes in a 
philosophy which he describes as ‘‘person- 
alism,” and which emphasizes both the 
freedom of the personality and compassion 
for all personalities. He feels himself essen- 
tially a revolutionary in his repudiation of 
the “false standards of greatness and the 
false sanctities of history.” He also repu- 
diates the communist idea that truth is 
merely that which serves the ends of the 
proletariat. The social demands of Marxism 
he holds to be just but he cannot accept its 
philosophy or its methods. His basic ob- 
jection is that it encroaches upon the free- 
dom of the spirit. 


The book as a whole is a powerful pro- 
test against the existing “slavery” of man. 
What man’s slavery means is traced through 
a series of closely reasoned chapters, deal- 
ing with the different aspects of his bond- 
age—bondage to nature, to society, to 
civilization, to nationalism, to sovereignty, 
to war, to aristocracy, to property and 
money, to individualism, to collectivism, to 
sex. These analyses make up a spiritual 
indictment of our civilization which will 
seem strange to many readers until they 
have learned to understand Berdyaev’s 
radically Christian position. 
is based in part upon his valuation of 
personality and in part upon his “‘eschato- 
logical” outlook, which finds the meaning 
of history in a supra-historical Reality. 
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Christian Counter-Attack 


By Huca Martin, Dovuctas Newton, 
H. M. Wavpams, anp R. R. Witt1AMs 


Scribner’s. $1.50 


This is the story of the resistance of the 
churches of the European Continent to 
Nazism. It is told by four Englishmen 
who have gathered all the available infor- 
mation and who give it a stirring presenta- 
tion. It is a thrilling record. The churches 
have appeared as the great champion of the 
rights of man and not a few of their leaders 
have showed themselves to be the stuff 
that martyrs are made of. 

First, there is a picture of what has hap- 
pened to the Church in Germany. Although 
our assured knowledge of the situation there 
is meager, it is clear that there are hundreds 
of thousands who have not bowed the knee 
to Hitler, and it is churchmen like Cardinal 
Faulhaber and Count von Galen (Roman 
Catholic) and Pastor Niemoeller and Bishop 
Wurm (Protestant) who have been the 
most outspoken voices in defense of spir- 
itual freedom. The story of what has hap- 
pened in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Norway, 
Denmark, Holland, Belgium, and France 
is better documented; and the evidence of 
Christian heroism is indisputable. There 
are briefer sections on developments in the 
Orthodox Churches of Yugoslavia, Greece, 
and Occupied Russia, together with a some- 
what sketchy picture of the Church in the 
satellite countries of Italy, Finland, and 
Hungary. 
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PAPA WAS | JESUS THE CHRIST 
A P REA CHER , Charles Cullen 


Alyene Porter ; A superb collection of pen-and-ink sketches 

ey vividly depicting the life of Christ. In addi- 

Papa was a preacher, and he was proud of it! tion to his artistic skill, Mr. Cullen brings to 
Mama was proud of it, the eight children were his task a deep interest in his subject, which 
proud of it . . . counting their restraints as is revealed in his careful portrayal of the back- 
naught in the larger gain. Their story abounds grounds as they relate to Jesus. Each picture 
in rich and gentle humor which flows from the is accompanied by the relevant scripture from the 
deeper wells of life and love. “It will enchant -King James text. A gift book the whole family 
thousands who can have no conception of the will enjoy. $2.50 


life and work of a small-town minister.”—Dallas 
Times-Herald. Delightfully illustrated by JaNET 
SMALLEY. $1.75 
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THE CHRIST OF THE AMERICAN ROAD 


E. Stanley Jones 


An earnest and compelling appraisal of Christianity in America. 
Dr. Jones writes as a Christian and a citizen. He deals with 
leading issues in our nations today, keenly and candidly, and 
relates them to the church, the state, the people and the world. 
His conclusions are vital to all, and especially to those who, 
as ministers, must guide their people in these critical days. 
“As rich as country cream in its spiritual insight and its Ameri- 
can passion and prophecy .. . the.reading of it was an untor- 
gettable experience.”—Joseph Fort Newton. Pocket size, $1 


By G. Bromley Oxnam 


A world traveler who has long interested himself in social, indus- 
trial and international problems, Bishop Oxnam is uniquely quali- 
fied to speak of the revolutionary implications of Christianity. His 
new book, the substance of which was delivered this year as the 
-Lyman Beecher Lectures at Yale, gears religion to the tempo of the 
new age. Revolutionary changes in our mode of life are imminent, 
declares Bishop Oxnam, but the Christian faith can keep pace. 
Further, it is the preacher of the gospel who must point the way. $2 
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Yes, U. S. Chaplains tell us that 
at least 400,000 Bibles will be needed 
during the year beginning July 1, 1944 
to take care of our fighting men. And 
remember, the MEN WANT BIBLES 
—it is evidence of their spiritual awaken- 
ing and deepening interest in life—a 
wonderful tribute to the work of the 
Chaplains. 
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In every war since the War with 
Mexico, the American Bible Society has 
been giving the Bible to our fighting 
men. The current need exceeds any- 
thing in the Society’s history. In ad- 
dition to 400,000 Bibles, the Society 
expects to provide 1,800,000 Testaments 
and 1,500,000 Scripture portions—mak- 
ing a total financial need of $582,500. 
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coupon NOW! 
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